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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered. timety. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-16 and 18-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 17 and 21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

1. Claims 17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bell (US 6,445,921 ) in view of Wenk (US 6,253,088). 

Regarding claim 17, In figure 2, Bell teaches a wireless dual use user equipment 
(UE) 110 capable of establishing communication with remote terminal device through a 
cordless 150 or a mobile base station 130, thereby reading on "capable of operating in a 
cordless and cellular environment"; 

Shown in figure 2, Bell teaches that the UE comprises a cordless section 215, 
and cellular section 220; disclosed in column 2, lines 62-64, Bell teaches that each 
section is provided with respective antennas 230,235, and respective 
transmitter/receiver devices, in column 3, lines 1-12, Bell teaches that each transmitter 
comprises a modulator for modulating transmitted signals, and a demodulator for 
demodulating received signals, which reads on "the dual user equipment comprising: a 
modulation and demodulation device for modulating/demodulating data using a plurality 
of modulation/demodulation schemes,"; 
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In figures 1 and 2, Bell teaches that the cordless section 215 via its 1 antenna 230, 
transmitter/receiver and modulator/demodulator units, operates in two-way 
communication with cordless base station 150, thereby reading on "the plurality of 
modulation/demodulation schemes comprise a cordless scheme for communicating with 
a sub base"; 

While the cellular section 220 via its' antenna 235, transmitter/receiver and 
modulator/demodulator units, operates in two-way communication with cellular network 
130, thereby reading on "the plurality of modulation/demodulation schemes comprise 
... a cellular scheme for communicating with a base station"; 

Also shown in figure 2 and discussed in column 3, lines 63-66, column 4, lines 
36-39 and column 4, 56-58, Bell teaches that microprocessor 245 will automatically or 
by user initiation, switch between cordless operation and cellular operation, which reads 
on " a modulation and demodulation controller for switching the 
modulation/demodulation scheme of the modulation/demodulation device between the 
cordless scheme and the cellular scheme;" 

In column 3, lines 63-67, Bell teaches that the switch between cellular and 
cordless modes result in handover between the cellular and cordless systems, thereby 
reading on "the modulation and demodulation controller initiating operation in the 
cellular environment by sending a handoff signal and switching to the cellular scheme; " 

Bell does not clearly teach that sub base station 150 in response to the sent 
handoff signal ceases communication with the cellular base station 130. 
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In figure 1 , Wenk teaches a cordless sub base station 18 which both 
communicates with a user equipment 10 and cellular base station 12. In column 3, 
lines 8-1 3, column 5, lines 6-1 0 and column 9, lines 5-1 1 , Wenk teaches that when the 
user equipment (UE) 10 is no longer in the predefined vicinity of the cordless sub base 
station 18, the cordless sub base station 18 is "de-registered" with the cellular base 
station 12 such that handover from the cordless sub base station 18 to the cellular base 
station 12 is initiated, thus reading on "whereby a sub base in response to the sent 
handoff signal ceasing communications with a cellular base station." 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to substitute the cordless sub base 18 of Wenk for the cordless sub base 150 
of Bell, as the substitution will provide a means of anticipating call drop-off such that 
connection with the appropriate system is facilitated and the overall incidences of 
dropped calls is significantly decreased. 

Regarding claim 21 , in column 3, lines 32-38, Bell teaches that the cordless 215 
and cellular 220 sections comprise received signal strength indicators (RSSI) 285,287 
which indicate the strength of received signals and wherein the UE 110 can detect 
whether or not the cellular service, or cordless service, or both services are available, 
thereby reading on "the dual use UE determines it is leaving the cordless environment 
by measuring a received signal strength of a sub base transmission." 

Response to Arguments 
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2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/16/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., "the transition between the cordless and the cellular environment is totally 
transparent") are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/981 ,386 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2643 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dionne N Harvey whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1111. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6:30 M-F and alternating Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dionne Harvey 



GEORGE ENG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




